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Subject: Hoosier State funded to end of 2014. Who won the train race to Levi Stadium?

From: Rail Passenger Association of California (noelnoelt@cox.net)

To: ntbraymer@yahoo.com;

Date: Monday, August 25, 2014 9:30 AM

RailPAC Weekly E-Newsletter for August 25, 2014 
Edited by Noel T. Braymer
Feel free to forward copies of this E-Newsletter to your friends or someone who can
use this information. 
If you would like to subscribe to the E-Newsletter just send me your name and email
address to nbraymer@railpac.org

If you'd like to see expanded and improved Rail Passenger Service-
Join Us!
Membership increases our strength in presenting the case for rail to policymakers at
all levels!

mailto:nbraymer@railpac.org
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The view from the train this summer at Bakersfield. These are the tracks of the BNSF leading into their

Bakersfield Yard to the right. Right behind these tracks is new housing on what recently was vacant land.

This is also a potential site for the future High Speed Rail Station in Bakersfield. Photo by Noel T.

Braymer

The race to Levi's Stadium: By car, Caltrain, Amtrak, BART, and VTA
SFGate-Aug 18, 2014

In an effort to find the most effective way to Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, four Chronicle staffers raced

to the 49ers' first preseason home game Sunday, the stadium's inaugural NFL game. We drove and took

various combinations of BART, Caltrain, Amtrak and VTA to the 49ers' new home.

The good news? We all arrived before kickoff.

Best ride to Levi's? Amtrak
SFGate (blog)-Aug 17, 2014

Young and old in a sea of red and gold, they came from any number of points on the compass, but all

agreed on one thing: riding Amtrak’s Capitol Corridor to Levi’s Stadium was just about as easy as it could

get.

“This is probably only the second time in my life I’ve ever ridden on a train,” said Anthony De Leon of

Clyde as he prepared to board the 10:15 departure in Martinez. “I found out only a couple days ago that it

takes you from here and drops you off at the front door.

“Why would you drive?”

De Leon was not alone in that sentiment.

A daytrip by train to San Francisco, through a photographer's eyes
Sacramento Business Journal-Aug 19,2014
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I headed to the Amtrak station in Sacramento and bought a ticket for San Francisco. Round trip, it cost

me $54.40. Luckily, I now qualify for the senior discount.

Capitol Corridor Monthly Report (July, 2014)
By David B. Kutrosky, Managing Director

Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority

Service Performance Overview

For the fourth consecutive month, ridership increased on the Capitol Corridor over the corresponding

month in 2013. A total of 119,425 passengers rode Capitol Corridor trains in July 2014, representing a

2.8% increase compared to July 2013.

Indianapolis to continue funding Hoosier State Line through 2014
WTHR - Aug 20, 2014

The City of Indianapolis has agreed to continue funding its share of the Amtrak Hoosier State Line

through the end of 2014. Eyewitness News first reported last month that Indianapolis had planned to pull

its funding because the contract with the company ...

Deal reached to extend Indiana Amtrak service
The Hill-Aug 21, 2014

Indiana transportation officials said they were trying to keep the route viable until a private company

could take over the cost of operating the short-distance trains.  "For the Hoosier State, we are hoping to

build from the experience of North Carolina's successful Piedmont service, in which the state and its

private contractors worked with Amtrak to improve and grow passenger rail," Indiana Department of

Transportation Multi-Modal Director Robert Zier said in a statement according to the report.

Downtown Orlando Amtrak station to get $2.1 million face-lift
Orlando Sentinel-Aug 23, 2014

That will change starting next month when the state and Orlando launch a $2.1 million overhaul of the

station's exterior. The work, which will not change the historic nature of the building, should take about a

year to complete...

The stop has served a number of companies through the years and in May picked up a new next-door

tenant, the SunRail commuter train linking downtown Orlando with south Orange and Volusia counties.

Amtrak car derails at Hialeah train yard; no injuries or severe damage
MiamiHerald.com-Aug 20, 2014

An Amtrak car derailed Wednesday morning after another car, which was not attached, rolled into the

side of the train in Hialeah...

Amtrak Train 97, called the Silver Meteor, arrived in Miami from New York City, the passengers got off

at the station and the train went to the yard. Two private cars were decoupled and the Amtrak equipment

went for a wash, Woods said.One of the private cars then “rolled into the side of the train and derailed

one ‘truck,’ ”

Did someone forget to set the brakes? NB

End in sight for overhaul of busy rail junction – which is also a choke point
Omaha World-Herald-Aug 24, 2014

Union Pacific Corp. and BNSF Railway are almost finished with a $104 million overhaul of the nation’s

busiest rail intersection that is key to moving freight and passengers nationally and internationally.

The work is wrapping up as the nation’s seven Class 1 freight railroads face a country full of angry

shippers. A tough winter set off shipping delays starting in February, floods came in the spring, and the

industry has yet to catch up.
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Illinois Lawmaker Speaks Out About Amtrak Delays
WSIL TV - Aug 24, 2014

CARBONDALE -- Senator Dick Durbin says problems with Canadian National are slowing down Amtrak

riders from Carbondale to Chicago. Durbin sent a letter to CN three weeks ago and says he's still not

received a response. He says the delays are caused by freight trains blocking passenger railways. Durbin

wants Canadian National to move quickly on the problems.

A look inside Amtrak's excellent content marketing strategy
Econsultancy (blog)-Aug 19, 2014

This is in part thanks to its recent content marketing push. Amtrak has redesigned its blog, including an

archive of photography that stretches back over four decades of its existence, upped its social media

game and has begun sponsoring trips by writers and photographers in order to create engaging content

for the company.

Old age may derail Amtrak's high-speed ambitions
CNBC-Aug 19 2014

Amtrak remains saddled with failing, high-maintenance infrastructure as it tries to build for a higher-

speed, tech-friendly, urban-fueled future that has already arrived in other parts of the world.

Even its most successful segment, the Northeast Corridor, is vulnerable to outages at several

chokepoints, adding to a system-wide on-time performance that slipped to 70 percent as of June. Cross-

country long-distance routes are on time only 41 percent of the time.

The view from late last year of the tracks at Los Angeles Union Station. Photo by Noel T.

Braymer
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MTA Is Installing Welded Subway Rails To Avoid Derailments
Gothamist-Aug 18, 2014

The MTA has spent the past few months replacing miles of jointed tracks that have been breaking under

the pressure of increased ridership (and age), battling against time to avoid future derailments.

The Wall Street Journal has a long feature on how the MTA has been stepping up its efforts to replace its

old joint-style rail (responsible for the thu-dunk sound you hear as a train passes) with welded subway

tracks that would create a smoother, safer and quieter ride.

The New York Subways still has jointed rail?! NB

High-speed rail: California plan will fulfill ballot promise to voters
San Jose Mercury News - Aug 18, 2014

Recently, the 3rd District Court of Appeals reversed two lower court decisions that had hamstrung the

state's ability to access bond funds for construction of California's high-speed rail system. In the wake of

that ruling, opponents of the project warned the decision could mean an end to direct democracy in

California, claiming the three judges -- appointed by governors from different parties -- had unanimously

conspired to deprive the voters of what they'd intended when they passed Proposition 1A, the bond

measure funding the rail program.

CHSRA Chair Dan Richard is very busy writing Op-Ed articles lately. NB

California high-speed rail opponents want a rehearing
Watchdog.org-Aug 19, 2014

Depending on the results of the rehearing, Stuart Flashman, the counsel for Kings County and the two

residents, said the litigants could file an action with the California Supreme Court by Sept. 2 because of

the precedent-setting nature of the arguments the justices made about bond measures in general.

The litigants insisted the Appeals Court decision made factual errors by raising two issues not brought up

by the state of California during the trial.

State parole office in Fresno to be demolished for high-speed rail
ABC30.com - Aug 31, 2014

You'll soon see a lot more construction throughout Downtown Fresno, as buildings will be demolished to

make room for the high-speed rail.

Diana Gomez with the California High-Speed Rail Authority showed Action News where the train will go.

The Rail Authority decided tracks need to be laid here, meaning the two buildings that housed parole

agents and greeted offenders had to move.

Fresno City Council again rejects train station master plan money
Fresno Bee Aug 21, 2014

The Fresno City Council has decided the best way to plan for high-speed rail is to assume the train will

never get here.

The council on Thursday rejected $1 million in grants that would have paid for a master plan showing

how downtown can get the biggest boost from the bullet train.

The vote was 3-3, with Council Members Lee Brand, Paul Caprioglio and Clint Olivier voting no

LA County supervisor's alternate bullet-train route gaining traction
Los Angeles Times-Aug 23, 2014

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich thinks there's a better way to go.

He is recommending to the California High-Speed Rail Authority an alternative to the south that would rely

on extensive tunneling to cross the rugged Angeles National Forest.
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California CO2 permits clear auction at $11.50 a tonne
Reuters-Aug 21, 2014

The auction saw stronger-than-expected demand for the nearly 9.3 million permits it offered to cover

emissions in 2017, selling 70 percent of those allowances, up from 44 percent in the previous quarterly

auction...

Revenue from the auction will be deposited into California's greenhouse gas reduction account, where it

will eventually be used to help build low-income housing near mass-transit hubs and support construction

of the state's ambitious high-speed rail project.

Japan's Bullet Train, the World's First (and Still Best) High-Speed Rail Network
Next City-Aug 19, 2014

When it launched on October 1, 1964, the world’s first high-speed rail network was known as yume no

chotokkyu — literally, the “super-express of dreams.” The first line in Japan’s now world-famous

shinkansen network, which would come to be known as the “bullet train,” was built against all odds, in

the face of fierce public opposition, technical difficulties and astronomical costs.

High-Speed Rail Muddies Florida Governor's Race
Next City-Aug 20, 2014

One of the project’s most vocal opponents is Scott’s likeliest November opponent, Charlie Crist, a

Democrat. Crist started his career as a Republican, serving as governor prior to Scott. After the Tea

Party’s Marco Rubio beat him to a Senate seat, however, he left the Republican Party and veered

left.Crist has been quick to connect Scott to the All Aboard Florida project, writing in a fundraising email

that it “is receiving millions in Florida taxpayer dollars,” (a statement, according to PolitiFact, that is only

“partly true,” for the reasons listed above.) Meanwhile, he’s critical of Scott for turning down federal

funds from the Obama Administration, claiming he rejected them to “cut out competition for a private

company with strong ties to his chief of staff, Adam Hollingsworth.”

Cutting delay on track: Enhanced safety system could improve railway operations,
air quality
ScienceBlog.com (blog)-Aug 20,

Line capacity is affected by such factors that are both route- and location-specific, such as line curvature

and gradient, train speed, signal-control type and the mix of rail-borne traffic.2

In the FRA document, line capacity, it is further stated, can be increased in either of two ways: by adding

track or through signal system improvement.3

It is important to note that by incorporating a system of preventing train collisions and at the same time

reducing the distance between trains and maintaining system integrity meaning the safe operation of trains

is maintained, the opportunity exists to increase railway track capacity and PTC can assist in helping to

bring this about.

Will Driverless Cars Eliminate Passenger Trains?
By Noel T. Braymer

This is the assumption being made by some promoters for the future of automated driverless cars. The

thinking behind this is when people no longer drive their cars, all traffic congestion will disappear and

road travel will be much faster and easier. This will happen because there will be no accidents and no

traffic congestion when computers drive cars instead of people. Then it will be possible to run many

more cars per hour on traffic lanes than with people driven cars. There is even talk of “trains” of

driverless cars inches apart flying down the road.

Meeting Notice
Joint Rail PAC/NARP Conference
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November 15, 2014 in Sacramento at the State Rail Museum!
An impressive line of speakers has already been confirmed. More details soon.

10-mile BART extension to San Jose clears hurdle
San Jose Mercury News-Aug 21, 2014

Elected and appointed officials Wednesday celebrated the final installment of more than $760 million in

state money for a planned 10-mile extension of BART to north San Jose, which is scheduled to be

completed in 2018. 

BART to San Jose: Celebrate Phase 1 and get ready to plan line to Santa Clara
San Jose Mercury News-Aug 19, 2014

The missing link has been Santa Clara County. The fix is on-track, with the BART to Silicon Valley

Extension -- a 16-mile, six station line from south Fremont to Santa Clara — underway. When completed

and connected to Caltrain, San Francisco Bay finally will be ringed by rapid rail that will improve

commuting for tens of thousands every workday, greatly reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

BART delays after Millbrae power outage
SFGate - Aug 19, 2014

(08-19) 09:12 PDT MILLBRAE -- A power outage at the Millbrae BART Station was causing major

delays in that area Tuesday morning, an agency spokeswoman said...

There was no estimate as to when full service through Millbrae would resume.

Caltrain is honoring BART tickets, Trost said.

Muni, BART Broken In Various Ways This Morning [Updated]
SFist - Aug 19, 2014

You probably already know this if you are currently a) at work and extra-grumpy after an extra-slow

commute, or b) late for work because of the extra-slow commute, but Muni broke in several places this

morning.

LA's Subway System: A Look at What's to Come
Frontiers LA-Aug 21, 2014

To many Angelenos, the most implausible part of Spike Jonze’s futuristic film Her is not watching a man

romance his phone, but realizing that the Los Angeles of tomorrow doesn’t sport a single car. People

travel by light rail, elevated trains and underground subways. 

Pics of overhead wires being installed on Gold Line Foothill Extension!
The Source Aug 22, 2014

The folks at the Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority sent over the above pics of the

overhead catenary wires being installed along the project’s tracks. The wires, as you likely know, deliver

the electricity that powers the trains.

Gold Line Eastside project environmental document released
San Gabriel Valley Tribune-Aug 22, 2014

A long-awaited environmental impact report released Friday on the eastside extension of the Gold Line

adds fodder to the debate over which route should be chosen, either along the 60 Freeway to Peck Road

or above Garfield Avenue and then down Washington Boulevard to the city of Whittier.

Why It Makes Sense to Add Biking and Walking Routes Along Active Rail Lines
Streetsblog Capitol Hill Aug 19, 2014

Rather than fear the liability associated with permitting a trail along an active rail corridor, railroads should
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embrace them as a safety measure, as they help control crossings, making them safer and more

predictable. “That is the biggest selling point for railroads,” said Jerry Walls of SEDA-COG. Many

railroads have prohibitions on new at-grade crossings that slow trains down and introduce the possibility

of injury. Where trail managers can’t find a way to get a safe at-grade crossing approved, they can build

grade-separated crossings. While costly, these create valuable connections for pedestrians and prevent

headaches for the railroads.

This is the view from Oceanside of a recently finished section of a walk, jog, racing wheelchair and bike

path built on a publicly owned rail right of way. Over the course of several years it will become a path

between Oceanside and downtown San Diego by the tracks. Photo by Noel T. Braymer 

We get Emails

Re:High speed rail to Vegas

Having just completed a trip to Las Vegas the long hard way (via Greyhound), I would gladly rush to

Palmdale for HSR. However,  I still have lingering doubts that any train of any type will be making that

trip.

Eric Cooper

We might see service from Burbank to Las Vegas before we see it to Merced. The planning is

done between Victorville and Las Vegas. The route is mostly on I-15 which avoids most of the

environmental and NIMBY problems. All that is missing is funding to start construction. That is

held up over the Buy American issue on the trainsets which were planned would come from

China. It a solution is found, and a right of way for a future highway between Palmdale and

Victorville used to extend these Vegas trains to get to Burbank, things could happen quickly. NB
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Opinions expressed in this enewsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily

those of the Rail Passenger Association of California.

The RailPAC Mission: Passenger Rail advocacy, Publications…both print and
electronic, Representation at regional meetings, and Rail education.
Join us! More memberships increase our strength in presenting the case for rail to
policymakers at all levels!

You can send your comments to me at nbraymer@railpac.org

For those who would like an additional copy of the eNewsletter with plain
text (minus photos and graphics) just email me at nbraymer@railpac.org with
your name and email address. NB
  

If you are not a member, go to RailPAC Membership…Join Us! to get
information about RailPAC and a FREE copy of our regular newsletter .

For information about RailPAC, contact the Membership Office

Write:
Rail Passenger Association of California
1017 L Street, PMB-217
Sacramento, CA95814-3805
Email us at info@railpac.org

         Call at (415) 7-TRACK-2
                    (415) 787-2252
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